Jesus and People: Yesterday, Today, and Forever
Carl B. Dodrill, Ph.D., Leader

Jesus loves people hugely, but most Christians see him as being with humans only
after his birth as a baby in Bethlehem and until his ascension to heaven. But, if he
loves people so much, why would he not be with them in the thousands of years
before the incarnation and since the incarnation? This study examines the
possibility that in fact he has been with people during these times and that he can
be with us even now.

The Ages of Human History Before
and After the Incarnation of Christ
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Samples of passages mentioning all three members of the Trinity:

Matthew 3:16-17. As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water. At that moment
heaven was opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on him.
And a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, whom | love; with him | am well pleased.”

Matthew 28:19. Go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Il Corinthians 13:14. May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.




Table 1.

Characteristics

Names
IlGodII/HGOdISII

“Lord”/”Lord’s”

“Spirit” /”Spirit’s”

Primary roles

Speech patterns

Appearances in
bodily form

in the New Testament

God the Father

99.7%
(1,436/1,440)

17.3%
(112/649)

0%
(0/268)

Supreme founder,
director, and admin-
istrator. Transcendent.
Provided the plan for
the New Testament,
set the foundation for
that plan and saw to it
the plan was carried
out, including the
coming of John the
Baptist & Christ. Raising
Jesus from the dead.

Speaks only on
important occasions.
Concise, but extended
topics not addressed.
Speech not directed
to particular people.
Asks no questions.
Not conversational.

No.

Members of the Trinity
God the Son

0.3%
(4/1,440)

78.9%
(512/649)

0%
(0/268)

Mediator between God
and people. Hugely
people-oriented.
Immanent. Personal.
Emmanuel--God with
us. Teaches people
God'’s will. Provides the
way to God with his
death. Performed
miracles of healing,
raising the dead, and

supremacy over nature.

Speech is frequent,
people-oriented,
extended, and it occurs
on a variety of
occasions. Routinely
conversational with
frequent questions.
Parables common.

Yes.

Members of the Trinity: Distinguishing Characteristics

God the Holy Spirit

0%
(0/1,440)

0%
(0/649)

100%
(268/268)

Dwells in Christians so
that their thoughts and
actions are guided as
God wishes. Provides
spiritual gifts. Comforter.
Fulfills God the Father’s
love for people and the
redemption that God the
Son provides. Joins
believers to the body of
Christ and seals them in
the faith.

The Spirit speaks
through people,
directing them.

They can then follow his
leading, do as he directs,
and convey his messages
to others.

No.



| GENESIS
The Be’ginnin’g

!

“In the beginning God created the
heavens and the earth. 2Now the
earth was formless and empty, dark-
ness was over the surface of the deep,

- and the Spirit of God was hovermg

over the waters

3And God said, “Let there be light,” and

there was light. “God saw that the

light was good, and he separated the
light from the darkness. 5God called
. the light “day,” and the darkness he
- called “night” And there was eve-

ning, and there was morning — the
first day.

6And God said, “Let there be a vault be-

tween the waters to separate water

- from water.” 7So God made the vault

and separated-the water under-the
vault from the water above it. And
it was so. 8God called the vault “sky.”

- And there was evening, and there was

morning — the second day.

9And God said, “Let the water under the

sky be gathered to one place, and let
dry ground appear.” And it was so.
1oGod called the dry ground “land,”
and the gathered waters he called
“seas.” And God saw that it was good.

"Then God said, “Let the land pro-
duce vegetation: seed-bearing plants
and trees on the land that bear fruit

-with seed in it, according to their var-

ious kinds.” And it wasso. 2The land
produced vegetation: plants bearing
seed according to their kinds and
trees-bearing fruit with seed in it ac-
cording to their kinds. And God saw

- that it was good. BAnd there was eve-

ning, and there was morning — the
third day.

1 And God said, “Let there be lights in the

vault of the sky to separate the day
from the night, and let them serve as

_signs to mark sacred times, and days

and years, ¥and let them be lights in
the vault of the sky to give light on
the earth.” And it was so. '6God made
two great lights — the greater light to
govern the day and the lesser light to

govern the night. He also made the
stars. 7God set them in the vault of
the sky to give light on the earth, 8to
. govern the day and the night, and to
. separate light from darkness. And
- God saw that it was good. ¥And there
was evening, and there was morn-

_ ing—the fourth day.

20 And God said, “Let the water teem with
living creatures, and let birds fly
above the earth across the vault of
the sky.” 21So God created the great
creatures of the sea and every living
thing with which the water teems and
‘that moves about in it, according to

. their kinds, and every winged bird ac-
. cording to its kind. And God saw that
it was good. 22God'blessed them and
_ said, “Be fruitful and increase in num-
_ ber and fill the water in the seas, and
let the birds increase on the earth.”
2And there was evening, and there
was morning — the fifth day.

24 And God said, “Let the land produce liv-
ing creatures according to their kinds:
the livestock, the creatures that move
along the ground, and the wild an-
imals, each according to its kind.”
And it was so. 25God made the wild
animals according to their kinds, the
livestock according to their kinds, and
all the creatures that move along the
ground according to their kinds. And
God saw that it was good. _

26Then Gdd said, “Let us make
mankind in our image, in our like-
ness, so that they may rule over the
fish in the sea and the birds in the sky,
over the livestock and all the wild an-
imals,9 and over all the creatures that
move along the ground.”

27150 God created mankind in his own
image,
in the image of God he created them;
male and female he created them.

28God blessed them and said to
them, “Be fruitful and increase in

@26 Probable réading of the original Hebrew text
{see Syriac); Masoretic Text the earth
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number; fill the earth and subdue it.
Rule over the fish in the sea and the
birds in the sky and over every living
creature that moves on the ground.”
29Then God said, “I give you ev-
ery seed-bearing plant on the face of
the whole earth and every tree that
has fruit with seed in it. They will be
- yours for food. 30And to all the beasts
of the earth and all the birds in the
- skyand all the creatures that move
along the ground — everythmg that
has the breath of life in it—1 give
every green plant for food.” And it
Was so. A
31God saw all that he had made, and
‘it was very good. And there was eve-
ning, and there was morning — the
- sixth day.

. Thus the heavens and the earth
were completed in all their vast array.

2By the seventh day God had finished
the work he had been doing; so on
the seventh day he rested from all his
work. 3Then God blessed the seventh
day and made it holy, because on it
he rested from all the work of creat-
ing that he had done

Adam and Eve

4This is the account of the heavens and
the earth when they were created, when
the LORD God made the earth and the
heavens.

5Now no shrub had yet appeared on the
earth® and no plant had yet sprung up,
for the LORD God had not sent rain on the
earth and there was no one to work the
ground, sbut streams® came up from the
‘earth and watered the whole surface of
the ground. 7Then the LoRD God formed
a man‘ from the dust of the ground and
breathed into his nostrils the breath of life,
and the man became a living being.
~ SNow the LoRD God had planted a gar-
den in the east, in Eden; and there he put
the man he had formed. °The LORD God
made all kinds of trees grow out of the
ground — trees that were pleasing to the
eye and good for food. In the middle of the
garden were the tree of life and the tree of
the knowledge of good and evil. -

1°A river watering the garden flowed
from Eden; from there it was separated
into four headwaters. "The name of the
first is the Pishon; it winds through the
entire land of Havilah, where there is gold.

2(The gold of that land is good; aromat-
ic resin and onyx are also there.) 3The
name of the second river is the Gihon; it
winds through the entire land of Cush.®
WThe name of the third river is the Tigris; it
runs along the east side of Ashur. And the
fourth river is the Euphrates. -,

5The LORD God took the man and put
him in the Garden of Eden to work it and
take care of it. 16And the LOrRp God com-
manded the man, “You are free to eat from
any tree in the garden; 7but you must not
eat from the tree of the knowledge of good
and evil, for when you eat from it you will
certainly die.”

18The LORD God said, “It is not good for
the man to be alone. I will make a helper
suitable for him.”

¥Now the LORD God had formed out of
the ground all the wild animals and all the
birds in the sky. He brought them to the
man to see what he would name them; and
whatever the man called each living crea-
ture, that was its name. 20So the man gave
names to all the livestock, the birds in the .
sky and all the wild animals.

But for Adam’ no suitable helper was
found. 21So the LORD God caused the man
to fall into a deep sleep; and while he was

- sleeping, he took one of the man’s ribs9

and then closed up the place with flesh.
22Then the Lorp God made a woman from
the rib® he had taken out of the man, and
he brought her to the man.

2BThe man said,

“This is now bone of my bones
and flesh of my flesh;
she shall be called ‘woman,’
for she was taken out of man.”

24That is why a man leaves his father and
mother and isunited to his wife, and they
become one flesh.

25Adam and his wife wete both naked,
and they felt no shame.

The Fall -

Now the serpent was more crafty than

any of the wild animals the Lorp God
had made. He said to the woman, “Did God
really say, ‘You must not eat from any tree
in the garden’?”

¢ 95 Oriland; alsoinverse6 %6 Ormist

. €7 The Hebrew for man (adam) sounds like and

i may be related to the Hebrew for ground

¢ (adamah); it is also the name Adam (see verse 20).
1+ 912 Orgood; pearls €13 Possibly southeast

¢ Mesopotamia /20 Ortheman 921 Or took
: partofthe man’sside 722 Orpart -



2The woman said to the serpent, “We
may eat fruit from the trees in the garden,
3but God did say, ‘You must not eat fruit
from the tree that is'in the middle of the
garden, and you must not touch it, or you
will die.””

4“You will not certainly die,” the ser-
pent said to the woman. 5“For God knows

that when you eat from it your eyes will be
opened, and you will be like God, knowing
good and evil.”

“6When the woman saw that the frmt of
the tree was good for food and pleasing
to the eye, and also desirable for gaining
wisdom, she took some and ate it. She also
gave some to her husband, who was with
her, and he ate it. 7Then the eyes of both of
them were opened, and they realized they
were naked; so they sewed fig leaves to-
gether and made coverings for themselves.

8Then the man and his wife heard the
sound of the LORD God as he was walking
in the garden in the cool of the day, and
they hid from the Lorp God among the
trees of the garden 9But the LORD God
called to the man, *Where are you?”?

0He answered, “I heard you in the gar-
den, and I was afraid because I was naked;
so I hid.”

"And he said, “Who told you that you
were naked? Have you eaten from the tree
that I commanded you not to eat from?”

12The man said, “The woman you put
here with me — she gave me some fruit
from the tree, and I ate it.”

1BThen the LORD God said to the woman,
“What is this you have done?”

The woman said, “The serpent deceived
me, and I ate.”

The Three VISItOI’S

1 The LORD appeared to Abraham near

the great trees of Mamre while he
was sitting at the entrance to his tent in
the heat of the day. 2Abraham looked up
and saw three men standing nearby. When
he saw them, he hurried from the entrance
of his tent to meet them and bowed low to .
the ground. '

3He said, “If I have found favor in your
eyes, my lord," do not pass your servant by.
4Let a little water be brought, and then you
may all wash your feet and rest under this
tree.SLet me get you something to eat, so
you can be refreshed and then go on your
way — now that you have come to your ser-
vant.” ‘

“Very well,” they answered, “do as you
Sa}r‘”

6So Abraham hurried into the tent to
Sarah. “Quick,” he said, “get three seahs®
of the finest flour and: knead it and bake
some bread.”

7Then he ran to the herd and selected
a choice, tender calf and gave it to a ser-
vant, who hurried to prepare it. 8He then
brought some curds and milk and the calf
that had been prepared, and set these be-
fore them. While they ate, he stood near
them under a tree.

9“Where is your wife Sarah’" they asked
him.

bs Abraham
19 Isaac’
€6 That-

55 Abram means exalted father.

probably means father of many.

means he laughs. 93 Oreyes, Lord

is, probably about 36 pounds or about
16 kilograms

o



GENESIS 18210 : 14

“There, in the tent,” he said.

10Then one of them said, “I will surely
return to you about this time next year,
and Sarah your wife will have a son.”

Now Sarah was listening at the entrance
to the tent, which was behind him. "Abra-

- ham and Sarah were already very old, and
Sarah was past the age of childbearing. 1280
Sarah laughed to herself as she thought,
“After I am worn out and my lord is old,
will I now have this pleasure?”

BThen the LORD said to Abraham, “Why
did Sarah laugh and say, “Will I really have
a child, now that I am old?’ %Is anything
too hard for the Lorp? I will return to you
at the appointed time next year, and Sarah
will have a son.” :

15Sarah was afraid, so she lied and said,
“I did not laugh.”

But he said, “Yes, you did laugh.”

Abraham Pleads for Sodom

6When the men got up to leave, they
looked down toward Sodom, and Abra-
ham walked along with them to see them
on their way. 7Then the LORD said, “Shall I
hide from Abraham what I am about to do?
8Abraham will surely become a great and
powerful nation,-and all nations on earth
will be blessed through him.® ¥9For I have
chosen him, so that he will direct his chil-
dren and his household after him to keep
the way of the LorD by doing what is right
and just, so that the Lorp will bring about
for Abraham what he has promised him.”

20Then the LORD said, “The outcry
against Sodom and Gomorrah is so great
and their sin so grievous 21that I will go
down and see if what they have done is as
bad as the outcry that has reached me. If
not, I will know.”

22The men turned away and went to-
ward Sodom, but Abraham remained
standing before the LORD.? 22Then Abra-
ham approached him and said: “Will you
sweep away the righteous with the wicked?
24What if there are fifty righteous people
in the city? Will you really sweep it away
and not spare€ the place for the sake of the
fifty righteous people in it? 25Far be it from
you to do such-a thing — to kill the righ-
teous with the wicked, treating the righ-
teous and the wicked alike. Far be it from
you! Will not the Judge of all the earth do
right?”

26The LoRD said, “If I find fifty righteous
people in the city of Sodom, I will spare the
whole place for their sake.”

27Then Abraham spoke up again: “Now

that I have been so bold as to speak to the
Lord, though I am nothing but dust and
ashes, 28what if the number of the righ-
teous is five less than fifty? will you de-
stroy the whole city for lack of five peo-
ple?”

“1£ 1 find forty-five there,” he said, “I will
not destroy it.”

290nce again he spoke to him, “What if
only forty are found there?”

He said, “For the sake of forty, I will not
doit”

30Then he said, “May the Lord not be an-
gry, but let me speak. What if only thirty
can be found there?”

He answered, “I will not do it if I find
thirty there.”

3tAbraham said, “Now that I have been
so bold as to speak to the Lord, what if only
twenty can be found there?”

He said, “For the sake of twenty, I will
not destroy it.” - = - ,

32Then he said, “May the Lord not be an-
gry, but let me speak just once more. What
‘if only ten can be found there?”

He answered, “For the sake of ten, I will
not destroy it.”

33When the LoRD had finished speaking
with Abraham, he left, and Abraham re-
turned home.

sodom and Gomorrah Destroyed

‘l The two angels arrived at Sodom in

the evening, and Lot was sitting in
the gateway of the city. When he saw them,
he got up to meet them and bowed down
with his face to the ground. 2“My lords,” he
said, “please turn aside to your servant’s
house. You can wash your feet and spend
the night and then go on your way early in
the morning.”

“No,” they answered, “we will spend the
night in the square.”

3But he insisted so strongly that they did
go with him and entered his house. He pre-
pared a meal for them, baking bread with-
out yeast, and they ate. 4Before they had
gone to bed, all the men from every part of
the city of Sodom — both young and old —
surrounded the house. 5They called to Lot,
“Where are the men who came to you to-
night? Bring them out to us so that we can
have sex with them.”

6Lot went outside to meet them and

¢ 918 Or will use his name in blessings (see 48:20)
i P22 Masoretic Text; an ancient Hebrew scribal

¢ tradition but the LORD remained standing before
i Abraham €24 Orforgive; also in verse 26




Table 2. Questions Asked by the Lord (and the Angel of the Lord

and the Angel of God) in Genesis .

1. Genesis 3:9. The Lord God called to the man, “Where are you?” Asked of
Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden.

2-3. Genesis 3:11. “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the
tree that | commanded you not to eat from?”

4. Genesis 3:13. Then the Lord God said to the woman, “What is this you have
done?”

5-7. Genesis 4:6-7. Then the Lord said to Cain, “Why are you angry? Why is your
face downcast? If you do what is right, will you not be accepted?”

8. Genesis 4:9. Then the Lord said to Cain, “Where is your brother Abel?”

9. Genesis 4:10. The Lord said, “What have you done?” Asked of Cain regarding
his brother Abel.

10. Genesis 16:8. The angel of the Lord said to Hagar: “Hagar, slave of Sarai,
where have you come from, and where are you going?” (Two questions in KJV).

11-12. Genesis 18:13-14. Then the Lord said to Abraham, “Why did Sarah laugh
and say, ‘Will | really have a child now that | am old?’ Is anything too hard for the
Lord?”

13. Genesis 18:17. Then the Lord said, “Shall | hide from Abraham what | am
about to do?”

14. Genesis 21:17. The angel of God called to Hagar from heaven an said to her,
“what is the matter, Hagar? Do not be afraid; God has heard the boy crying as he
lies there.”
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will be my treasured possession. Although
the whole earth is mine, 6you? will be for
me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.’
These are the words you are to speak to the
Israelites.”
7So Moses went back and summoned the
elders of the people and set before them
all the words the LorD had commanded .
him to speak. 8The people all responded
together, “We will do everything the LORD -
has said.” So Moses brought their answer
back to the LORD. .
9The LORD said to Moses, “I.am going to

come to you in:a dense cloud, so that the
people will hear me speaking with you and
will always put their trust in you.” Then
Moses told the LorD what the people had
said:
_10And the LORD said to Moses “Go to
the people and consecrate them today and
tomorrow. Have them wash their clothes
Nand be ready by the third day, because
on that day the Lorp will come down on
Mount Sinai in the sight of all the peo-
ple. 2Put limits for the people around
the mountain and tell them, ‘Be careful
that you. do not approach the mountain
or touch the foot of it. Whoever touches
the mountain is to be put to death BThey
are to be stoned or shot with arrows; not
a hand is to be laid on them. No person
or animal shall be permitted to live Only
when, the ram’s horn sounds a long blast
‘may they approach the mountain.”

14 After Moses had gone down the moun-
tain to the people, he consecrated them,
and they washed their clothes. 5Then he
said to the people, “Prepare yoursélves
for the third day. Abstain from sexual re-
lations.”

160n the morning of the third day there
was thunder and lightning, with a thick
cloud over the mountain, and a very loud
trumpet blast. Everyone in the camp
trembled. "Then Moses led the people out
of the camp to meet with God, and they
stood at the foot of the mountain. ¥Mount
Sinai was covered with smoke, because the
LORD descended on it in fire. The smoke
billowed up from it like smoke from a fur-
nace, and the whole mountain® trembled
violently. ¥9As the sound of the trumpet
grew louder and louder, Moses spoke and
the voice of God answered him.¢

20The LORD descended to the top of
Mount Sinai and called Moses to the top
of the mountain. So Moses went up 2'and
the LORD said to him, “Go down and warn
the people so they do not force their way

EXODUS 19:6 § 64

through to see the LOrD and many of them
perish. 22Even the priests, who approach
the Lorp, must consecrate themselves, or
the LoRrD will break out against them.”
2Moses said to the LoRrD, “The people
cannot come up Mount Sinai, because you
yourself warned us, ‘Put limits around the
mountain and set it apart as holy.’”
. 2The LORD replied, “Go down and brmg
Aaron up with you. But the priests and the

.people must not force their way. through to

come up to the LORD, or he will break out
against them.

2550 Moses went down to the people and
told them. ;

The Ten Commandments _
2 0 And God spoke all these words:

2T am the LoRrD your God, who
brought you out of Egypt, out of
the land of slavery. '
3“You shall have no other gods be-
- fore? me.
4“You shall not make for yourself an
1mage in the form of anything
in heaven above or on the earth -
beneath or in the waters be-
‘low. 5You shall not bow down
to them or worship them; for I,
the LORD your God, am a jealous
- @God, punishing the children for
-the sin of the parents to the third -
-and fourth generation of those
. who hate me, 6but showing love
“to a thousand generations of -
those who love me and keep my
commandments.
7“You shall not misuse the naine of the
- LORD your God, for the' LoRD will
not hold anyone guiltless who
‘ misuses his name. : g,
$“Remember the Sabbath day by keep-
ing it holy. 9Six days you shall
. labor and do all your work;10but °
. the seventh day:is a sabbath to
- the LORD 'your God. On it you
shall not do any work; neither
you, nor your son-or daughter,
nor your male or female ser-
vant, nor your animals, nor any
foreigner residing in your towns.
¥or in six days the LORD made
the heavens and the earth, the

¢ 95,6 Or possession, for the whole earth Is mine.

; SYou P78 Most Hebrew manuscripts; a few

i Hebrew manuscripts and Septuagint and all the
: * people  ©19 Orand God answered him with

: - thunder 93 Or besides
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sea, and all that is in them, but
he rested on the seventh day.
* Therefore the LORD blessed the

Sabbath day and made it holy.

2“Honor your father and your mother, -
-s0 that you may live long in the
land the Lorp your God is giving
you.

13“You shall not murder.

%“You shall not commit adultery.

'15“You shall not steal.

16“You shall not give false testimony
against your neighbor. ’

7*You shall not covet your neighbor’s
house. You shall not covet your
neighbor’s wife, or his male or
- female servant, his ox or donkey,
or anything that belongs toyour
neighbor.”

. SWhen the people saw the thunder and
lightning and heard the trumpet and saw
the mountain in smoke, they trembled
with fear. They stayed at a distance Yand
said to Moses, “Speak to us yourself and we
will listen. But do not have God speak to us
or we will die.”

20Moses said to the people, “Do not-be
afraid. God has come to test you, so that
the fear of God will be w:th‘you to keep you
from'sinning.”

21The people temamed at a dlstance,
while Moses approached the thick dark-
ness where God was, -

Idots and Altars

2Then the LORD said to Moses “Tell the
Israelites this: “You have seen for your-
selves that I have spoken to you from heav-
en: 2Do not make any gods to be alongside
me; do not make for yourselves gods of sil-
ver or gods of gold.

24“‘Make an altar of earth for me-and

sacrifice on it your burnt offerings and fel-
lowship offerings, your sheep and goats
and your cattle. Wherever I cause my name
to be honored, I will come to you and bless
you. 5If you make an altar of stones for
me, do not build it with dressed stones,
for you will defile it if you use a tool on it.
26And do not go up to my altar on steps, or
your p‘rivate parts may be exposed.”

21 “These are the laws you are to set be-
fore them: :

Hebrew Servants

#“1f you buy a Hebrew servant, he is
to serve you for six years. But in the sev-

~

65 § EXODUS 21:20

enth year, he shall go free, without paymg
anything. 3If he comes alone, he is to go
free alone; but if he has a wife when he
comes, she is to go with him. 4If his master
gives him a wife and she beats him sons
or daughters, the woman and her children
shall belong to her master, and only the
man shall go free.:

“5“But if the servant declares, ‘I love my
master and my wife and children and do
notwant to go free,’ sthen his master must
take him before the judges.? He shall take
him to the door or the doorpost and pierce
his ear with an awl. Then he win be his ser-
vant for life. .

“7“If a ‘man sells his daughter as a ser-
vant, she is not to go free as male servants
do. 3If shie does not please the master who
has selected her for himself,? he must let
her be redeemed. He has no right to seil
her to foreigners, because he has broken
faith with her. %If he selects her for his son,
he must grant her the rights of a daughter.
1oIf he marries another woman, he must
not deprive the first one of her food, cloth-
ing-and marital rights. "If he does not pro-
vide her with these three things, she is to
go free, without any payment of money

Personal Injuries

2"Anyone who. strikes a person with a
fatal blow is to be put to death. BHowever,
if it is not done intentionally, but-God lets
it happen, they are to flee fo-a place I will
designate. %But if anyone schemes and
kills someone deliberately, that person is
to be taken from my altar and put to death..

1f"‘Anyone ‘who attacks® their father or
mother is to be put to death.

16“Anyone who kidnaps someone is to be
put to death, whether the victim has been
sold or is still in the kldnapper S posses:.
sion. .
7“Anyone who curses theu: father or
mother is.to be put to death.

18“If people quarrel and one person hits
another with a stone or with their fistd and
the victim does not die but is confined to
bed, ¥the one who struck the blow will not
be held liable if the other can get up and
walk around outside with a staff; however,
the guilty party must pay the injured per-
son for any loss of time and see that the
victim is completely healed. '

20“Anyone who Dbeats thexr ‘male or fe-
male slave with a rod must be punished if

i %6 Orbefore God'
i doesnot choose her
i atool

b8 Or master so that he
€15 Orkills 918 Or with




The Birth of Samson

-l Again the Israelites did evil in the
eyes of the LORD, so the LorD deliv-
ered them into the hands of the Philistines
for forty years.
2A certain man of Zorah, named Mano-
ah, from the clan of the Danites, had a wife
who was childless, unable to give birth.
3The angel of the LORD appeared to her
and said, “You are barren and childless, but
you are going to become pregnant and give
birth to a son. 4Now see to'it that you drink
nowine orother fermented drink and that
you do not eat anything unclean. 5You will
become pregnant and have a son whose
" head is never to be touched by a razor be-
cause the boy is to be a Nazirite, dedicat-
ed to God from the womb. He will take the
lead in delivering Israel from the hands of
the Philistines.”:

sThen the woman went to her husband :

and told-him, “A man of God came to me.
He looked like an angel of God, very awe-
some. I didn’t ask him where he came
from, and he didn’t tell me his name. 7But
he said to me, ‘You will become pregnant
and have a son. Now then, drink'no wine
or other fermented drink and do not eat
anything unclean, because the boy will be
a Nazirite of God from the womb until the
day of his death.”
$Then Manoah prayed to the LORD: “Par-
don your servant, Lord. I beg you to let the
man of God you sent to us come again to
‘teach us how to bring up the boy who is
to be born.”
sGod heard Manoah, and the angel of
God came again to the woman while she
was out in the field; but her husband Ma-
noah was not with her. °The woman hur-
ried to tell her husband, “He’s here! The
man who appeared to me the other day!”
"Manoah got up and followed his wife.
When he came to the man, he said, “Are
you the man who talked to my wife?”
“I am;” he said.
1280 Manoah asked him, “When your
words are fulfilled, what is to be the rule
that governs the boy’s life and work?”

i 67 Traditionally judged; also in verses 814

W,

. thing while Manoah and his wife watched:

JUDGES 13:13 | 216

13The angel of the LORD answered, “Your
wife must do all that I have told her. “She
must not eat anything that comes from
the grapevine, not drink any wine or other
fermented drink nor eat anything unclean:
She must do everything I have command—
ed her”

15Manoah said to the angel of the  LOoRD,
“We would like you to stay untﬂ we prepare
ayoung goat for yow.”

16The angel of the LORD rephed' “Even
though you detain me, I will not eat any of
your food. But if you prepare a burnt offer-
ing, offer it to the Lorp.” (Manoah did not
realize that it was the angel of the LORD.)

7Then Manoah mquured of the angel
of the Lorp, “What is your name, so that
we may honor you when your word comes |
true?” 5
. 18He replied, “Why do you ask  my name?
It is beyond understanding.?” ®Then Ma-
noah took a young goat, together with the
grain offering, and sacrificed it on a rock |
to the LORD. And the LORD did an amazing

20As the flame blazed up from the altar
toward heaven, the angel of the LORD:as-
cended in the flame. Seeing this, Mano-
ah and his wife fell with their faces to the
ground. 'When the angel of the LORrp did
not show himself again to Manoah and his
wife, Manoah realized that it was the angel
of the LORD.

2“We are doomed to dle"’ he sald to tus
wife. “We have seen God!” . ‘

23But his wife answered, "If the Loxw
had meant to kill us, he would not have
accepted a burnt offering and grain offer-
ing from our hands, nor shown us all these
things or now told us this.”

24The woman gave birth to a boy and
named him Samson. He grew and the LORD
blessed him, 25and the Spirit of the LorD.
began to stir him while he was in Mahaneh
Dan, between Zorah and Eshtaol.
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silver and a loaf of bread and plead, “Ap-
point me to some pnesﬂy offxce so I'can
have food to eat”"”

The Loro Calls Samuel

3 The boy Samuel ministered before the
Lorb under Eli. In those days the word

of the LORD was rare, there werenot many

visions.

20ne mghf El, whose eyes were becom— ;

ing so weak that-he could barely see, was
lying down in his usual place. 3The lamp
of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel
was lying down in the house of the LORD,
where the ark.of God was: 4Then the LORD
called Samuel.
" ~Samuel answered; "’Here I am.” SAnd
he ran to Eli and said, “Here I am; ‘you
called me.”
-But Eli said; “I did not call; go. back and
lie down.” So he went and lay down.
SAgain the LoRD called, “Samuel!” And

Samuel got up and went to Eli and said;

“Here 1 am; you called me.” ;
“My son,” Eli said, “I did not call 2o back

and lie down.”

7Now Samuel did not yet know the LORD:
The word of the LORD had not yet been re-
vealed to him. :

8A third time the LORD called, Samuel!"
And Samuel got up and went to Eli and
said, “Here I am; you called me.”. .

Then Eli realized that the LORD was call
ing the boy. 950 Eli told Samuel, “Go and lie
down, and if he calls you, say, ‘Speak, LORD,

for your servant is hstemng ’” So Samuel

went and lay down in his place.

10The LORD came and stood there, call-

ing as at the other txmes, “Samuel! Sam-
uell” ;

Then Samuel said, “Speak, for you: ser-
vant is listening.”

"And the Lorp said to Samuel: “See, 1
am about to do something in Israel that
will make the ears of everyone who hears
about it tingle. 2At that time I will carry
out against Eli everything I spoke against
his family — from beginning to end. 3For
I told him that I would judge his family
forever because of the sin he knew about;
his sons blasphemed God,¢ and he failed
to restrain them., “Therefore I swore to
the house of Eli, “The guilt of Eli’s house
will never be atoned for by sacrifice or
offering.””

225 Or'the judges = 229 The Hebrew is plural.
€13 An ancient Hebrew scribal tradition (see also
Septuagint); Masoretic Text sons made themselves
contemptible
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15Samuel lay down until morning and
then opened the doors of the house of the
LORD. He was afraid to tell Eli the vision,
16but Eli called him and sau:l "Sarnuel my
son.”
Samuiel answered, “ Here Iam.” ;
7“What-was it he said to you?” Eli asked |
“Do not hide it from me. May God-deal with
you, be it ever so severely, if you hide from
me anything he told you.” 8So Samuel told
him everything, ludmg nothing from him.
Then Eli said, “He is the Lorp; let lnm do
what is good in his eyes.”
¥The LoRD was with Samuel as he grew |
up,.and he let none of Samuel’s words fall
to the ground. 20And all Israel from Dan to .
Beersheba recognized that Samuel was at-
tested as.a'prophet of the LorD.: 2The LORD
continued to appear at Shiloh, and there
he tgvealed hlmselt to Samuel through his -
wor i

< Psalm 23
A psalm of David.

'The Lorp is my shepherd, 1 lack
nothing.
2 He makes me he down in green
pastures, "
he leads me beside quiet waters,
3 - he refreshes my soul. - /
He guides me- along the right paths
for his name’s sake. - ;
4Even though I'walk
through the darkest valley,
I'will fear no evil,
for you are ' with me;
your rod and your staff,
they comnfort me.

5You prepare a table befote me.
in the presence of my enemies.
You anoint my head with oil;
my cup overflows.
6 Surely your goodness and love will
follow me
all the days of my life,
and I will dwell in the house of the
Lorp
foreyer.



< Psaimmno
of quid. A psalm,
1The LORD says to my lord:?

“Sit at my right hnd
until I make your enemies
a footstool for your feet.”

2The LORD will extend your mighty
scepter from Zion, saying,
“Rulein the midst of your enemies!”
3Your troops will be willing.
on your-day of battle. .
Arrayed in holy splendor,
your young men will come to you
like dew from the morning’s
womb.? ;

“The LORD has sworn o
and will not change his mind:
“You are a priest forever,
in the order of Melchizedek.”

5The Lord is at your right hand¢;
he will crush kings on the day of his
wrath. ; _
6 He will judge the nations, heaping up
the dead ) s
and crushing the rulers of the whole
~ earth, :
7He will drink from a brook along the
wayd ‘
and so he will lift his head high..

849 | MATTHEW 23:13

Whose Son Is the Messiah?

“'While the Pharisees were gathered to-
gether, Jesus asked them, “2“What do you
think about the Messiah? Whose son is he?”

“The son of David,” they replied.

“3He said to them, “How is'it then that
David, speaking by the Spirit, calls him
‘Lord’? For he says, ‘

4“‘The Lord said to my Lord:
“Sit at my right hand

" until I put your enemies
under your feet.”’2

#1f then David calls him “Lord,’ How can he
be his' son?” 4No one could say a word in
reply, and from that day on no one dared to

ask him any more questions,
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The Suffering and Glory
of the Servant

3See, my servant will act wisely%;
he will be raised and lifted up and
highly exalted.
¥ Just as there were many who were
appalled at himb —
his appearance was so disfigured
‘beyond that of any human
being
and his form marred beyond human
likeness —
1550 he will sprinkle mahy nations,¢
and kings will shut their mouths
because of him.
For what they were not told, they will
see,
and what they have not heard, they
will understand.

5 ‘Who has believed our message
and to whom has the arm of the
Lorp been revealed?
2He grew up before him like a tender
shoot,
and like a root out of dry ground.
He had no beauty or majesty to attract
us to him,
nothing in his appearance that we
should desire him.
3He was despised and rejected by
- mankind,
a man of suffering, and familiar with
pain.
Like one from whom people hide their
faces
he was despised, and we held him in
low esteem.

. 4Surely he took up our pain
and bore our suffering,
yet Swe considered him punished by God,
stricken by him, and afflicted.
5But he was pierced for our
transgressions,
he was crushed for our iniquities;
the punishment that brought us peace
was on him,
and by his wounds we are healed.
6We all, like sheep, have gone astray,
each of us has turned to our own way;
and the LORD has laid on him
the iniquity of us all.

7He was oppressed and afflicted,
yet he did not open his mouth;
he was led like a lamb to the slaughter,
and as a sheep before its shearers is
silent,
s0 he did not open his mouth.

8By oppression? and judgment he was
taken away.
Yet who of his generation protested?
For he was cut off from the land of the
living;
for the transgression of my people -
he was punished.¢
9 He was assigned a grave with the
wicked, -
and with the rich in his death,
though he had done no violence,
nor was any deceit in his mouth.

0 Yet it was the Lorp’s will to crush him
and cause him to suffer,
and though the LORD makes his life
an offering for sin,
he will see hisoffspring and prolong
his days,
and the will of the Lorp will prosper
in his hand.
WAfter he has suffered,
he will see the light of life9 and be
satisfied®;
by his knowledge’ my righteous servant -
will justify many,
and he will bear their iniquities.
12Therefore I will give him a portion
among the great,’/
and he will dnvule the spoils mth the
strong,¥
because he poured out his life unto
death,
and was numbered with the
transgressors.
For he bore the sin of many,
and made intercession for the
transgressors.

The Future Glory of Zion

5 4 “Sing, barren woman,
you who never bore a child;
burst into song, shout for joy,
you who were never in labor;
because more are the children of the
desolate woman
than of her who has a husband,”
says the LORD.

913 Or will prosper 114 Hebrewyou ¢15 Or
so will many nations be amazed at him (see also
Septuagint) . 98 Or From arrest €8 Or

. generation considered / that he was cut off from

i the land of the living, / that he was punished for

. the transgression.of my peopie?. 110 Hebrew

~ though you make = 911 Dead Sea Scrolls (see

. also Septuagint); Masoretic Text does not have
the light of life. 111 Or (with Masoretic Text)
e will see the fruit of his suffering / and will be
satisfied 11 Or by knowledge of him 112 Or
many ~ ¥12 Or numerous




NIV
The Image of Gold and the B!azmg
Furnace

of gold, sixty cubits high and six cubits

wide,? and set it up on the plain of Dura

in the province of Babylon. 2He then sum-
moned the satraps, prefects, governors, ad-

visers, treasurers, judges, magistrates and

all the other provincial officials to come to

the dedication of the image he had set up.
3S0 the satraps, prefects, governors, advis-
ers, treasurers, judges, magistrates and all

the dedication of the image that King Neb-

uchadnezzar had set up, and they stood

before it,
4Then the heraid 1oudly prcclalmed

“Nations and peoples of every language,
this is what you are commanded to.do: SAs -

soon as you hear the sound of the horn,

flute, zither, lyre, harp, pipe and all kinds

of music, you must fall down and worship
the image .of gold that King Nebuchad-
nezzar has set up. SWhoever does not fall

thrown into a blazing furnace.”
sound of the horn, flute, zither, lyre; harp

and all kinds of music, all the nations and
peoples of every language fell down and

worshiped the image of gold that ng '

Nebuchadnezzar had set up.
. 8At this time some astrologers? came

sued a decree that everyone who hears
the sound of the horn, flute, zither, lyre,
harp, pipe and all kinds of music:miust

you have set over the affairs of the prov-
ince of Babylon— Shadrach, Meshach and

Your Majesty. They neither serve your gods

nor worship the image of gold you have

set up.”

_ BFurious with rage, Nebuchadnezzar"

summoned Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-

nego. So these men were brought before;
the king, %“and Nebuchadnezzar said to

them, “Is it true, Shadrach, Meshach and

_or worship the image of gold I have set
_ up? Now when you hear the sound of
_ the horn, flute, zither, lyte, harp, pipe and
_ all kinds of music, if you are ready to fall
- down and worship the image I made, very
- good. But if you do not worship it, you will
~ be thrown immediately into a blazing fur-
" nace. Then what god will be able to.rescue
you from my hand?”

i 5.

i6Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego re- |
- plied to him, “King Nebuchadnezzar,we do

- not need to defend ourselves before you
King Nebuchadnezzar made an image

in this matter. VIf we are thrown into the

blazing furnace, the God we serve is able to.

deliver us from it, and he will deliver us®
from Your Majesty’s hand. 8But even if he

- does not, we'want you to know, Your Majes-
~ ty, that we will not serve your gods or wor-
; ship the image of gold you have set up.”

9Then Nebuchadnezzar was furious |
- with Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego,
- and his attitude toward them changed. He
the other provincial officials assembled for = ordered the furnace heated seven times |
- hotter than usua}*°and commanded some |
of the strongest soldiers in his army to tie |
up Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego and |
- throw them into the blazing furnace. 2!So |
these men, wearilg their robes, trousers, |
turbans and other clothes, were bound |
and thrown into the blazing furnace. 22The

king’s command was so urgent and the

~ furnace so hot that the flames of the fire

killed the soldiers who took up Shadrach,

. Meshach and Abednego, Zand these three
down and worship will immechately be .

men, firmly tied, fell.into the blazing fur-

_ nace.
Therefore, as soon as they heard’ the °

%Then King Nebuchadnezzar leaped to

 his feet in amazement and asked his advis-
. ers, “Weren't there three men that we tied |

up and threw into the fire?”
They replied, “Certainly, Your Ma1esty %
5He said, “Look! 1 see four men walk-

_ing around in the fire, unbound and un-
forward and denounced the Jews. 9They
said to King Nebuchadnezzar, “May the
king live forever! 0Your Majesty has is-

harmed, and the fourth looks like a son of
the gods.”

. 2%Nebuchadnezzar then approached the |
. opening of the blazing furnace and shout-
- ed, “Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego,
~ servants of the Most High God, come out!

fall down-and worship the image of gold;
tand that whoever does not fall down and
worship will be thrown into a blazing fur- came out of the fire, Z7and the satraps, pre-
nace. 2But there are some Jews whom

Come here!”
So Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego

fects, governors and royal advisers crowd-

' ed around them. They saw that the fire had
_ not harmed their bodies, nor was a hair of
Abednego—who pay no attention to you,

their heads singed; their robes were not
scorched, and there was no smell of fire on
them.

~ 28Then Nebuchadnezzar said, “Praise .
be to the God of Shadrach, Meshach and

. Abednego, who has sent his angel and
rescued his servants! They trusted in him |

and defied the king’s command and were

. willing to give up their lives rather than
‘Abednego, that you do not serve my gods

serve or worship any god except their own
God. 29Therefore I decree that the people of
any nation or language who say anything

houses be turned into piles of rubble, for
no other god can save in this way.”

30Then the king promoted Shadrach,
Meshach and Abednego in the province of
Babylon
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46 And the king’s servants who threw them in
did not leave off stoking the furnace with naptha
and pitch and tow and brushwood. 47And the
flame poured out above the furnace forty-nine cu-
bits 48and flared and burned those of the
Chaldeans who were caught near the furnace.
49But the angel of the Lord came down into the

. furnace to be with Azarias and his companions
. and shook the flame of the fire out of the furnace

50and made the inside of the furnace as though a
moist breeze were whistling through. And the fire
did not touch them at all and caused them no pain
or distress. 51Then the three as though from one
mouth were singing hymns and glorifying and
blessing God in the furnace, saying:

52 Blessed are you, O Lord, God of our

ancestors,
and to be praised and highly exalted
forever,
. And blessed is your glorious holy name,
and to be highly praised and highly
exalted forever.
Blessed are you in the shrine of your holy
glory,
and to be greatly hymned and highly
glorified forever.
Blessed are you who look upon the depths
sitting upon cheroubin,
{ and to be praised and highly exalted
{ forever.
55  Blessed are you on the throne of your
kingdom,
and to be greatly hymned and highly
exalted forever.
Blessed are you in the firmament of heaven,
and to be hymned and glorified forever.
Bless the Lord, all you works of the Lord;
sing hymns, and highly exalt him forever.
Bless the Lord, you heavens;
sing hymns, and highly exalt him forever.
Rless the Lord, you angels of the Lord;
sing hymns, and highly exalt him forever.
Bless the Lord, all you waters above the
heavens;

53

54

56 -

57

59

58

60

91(24) And Nabouchodonosor heard therm
singing hymns and was astonished. And he rose ur
in haste and said to his nobles, “Was it not thre¢
men that we threw bound into the middle of the
fire?” And they said to the king, “True, O king.’
92(25)And the king said, “Here I see four men un-
bound and walking in the middle of the fire, anc
there is no destruction on them, and the appear
ance of the fourth is like a divine son.” 93(26)Ther
Nabouchodonosor approached the door of the fur
nace blazing with fire and said, “Sedrach, Misach
Abdenago, slaves of the Most High God, come out
and come here!” And Sedrach, Misach, Abdenagc

. came out from the middle of the fire. 94(27)And th¢
. satraps and the generals and the local rulers and the

dynasts of the king gathered together and looked a'
the men, that the fire had not had any power ove;

. their body; the hair of their heads was not singed

i and their trousers were not changed, and a smell o:
against the God of Shadrach, Meshach ' 5 0 0 o o1 hem 95(28)And I%Iabouchodonosm

and Abednego be cut into pieces and their . answered and said, “Blessed be the God of Sedrach,

- Misach, Abdenago, who has sent his angel and de.

. livered his servants, because they trusted in him
- And they altered the king’s word-and yielded ug
_ their bodies to the fire so that they might not serve

, or do obeisance to any god except their God
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